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Physical Science 2nd Semester Course Guideline

Student name: _____________________________ Period ____________

Parent signature: _____________________________ Date: ____________

Course Map:  2nd Semester Physical Science


                                Includes

                             Units
                                                                 Performance Options




Critical Concepts 
Gravity and the Earth in Space

The Universe
The Dynamic Earth




Energy
Forces and Motion




               Engineering Design Process 


Learned in these








Physical Science Proficiency Grading

for Mr. Burch & Mr. Youngberg’s Classes
Our Personal Philosophy: Most researchers and measurement specialists recommend using product criteria exclusively as a way to assess students. Product criteria are teachers who base their grade on final examinations scores, overall assessments, or other culminating demonstrations of learning (Guskey 1996).

Evaluation of student leaning will be done with the following guidelines:

1. In this classroom, students are graded upon their progress toward meeting state standards in the area of science, specifically physical, earth & space, inquiry and engineering. 

2. Daily work, most labs, and homework will not be part of student’s final grade, but will be collected, scored and handed back to students.  These are an essential component for students learning and the material covered will be seen on each final exam. All this work will be recorded by the teacher, and if a student needs to retest, they will not be allowed until all the practice work has been completed. 

3. All final exams at the end of each unit will be graded on the 1-5 point scale. See chart below.

4. In order for students to receive a passing grade, a student must receive at least a 4 on each and every state standard tested at end of each unit. 

5. New information showing additional learning about any given standard will replace old information. Grades will reflect the most recent learning. For example, if a student had previously scored a 2 on a standard, and later demonstrates an improvement in the standard to a 4, only the 4 will appear in the gradebook . 

	Passing
	5
	Advanced/Exceeds
	The evidence exceeds the expectations for sufficiency and proficiency-thorough and of exceptional quality

	
	4
	Proficient
	The evidence meets the expectations for sufficiency and proficiency – complete and demonstrates competence

	
	
	
	

	Not Passing
	3
	Developing/Nearly Proficient
	The evidence meets the expectations of sufficiency, but not proficiency – needs revision and/or editing.

	
	2
	Emerging/Progressing
	The evidence does not meet the expectations for sufficiency or proficiency – needs revision and more work shown

	
	1
	Beginning/Incomplete
	The evidence is still in the development stage – not enough work to assess for sufficiency or proficiency. 


6. Students have 3 assessment opportunities to meet the standards. If the student is unable to meet proficiency on any standard after 3 tries, they can demonstrate proficiency by an individualized project agreed upon by student and teacher.  

7. If a student has any incompletes on any standards, they will not pass the class. The student will receive an “I” (incomplete) for the semester. They will then have 2 weeks to meet that standard; if they do not, the grade will be changed to an “F”.  

	Progress Report and Final Letter Grade
	Criteria for calculating grade

	A
	Student receives a 4 on 1/3rd of standards AND 5 on 2/3rd of standards. Semester 2: Exceeds 8 of 12 standards, meets all others.

	B
	Student receives a 4 on 2/3rd of standards AND 5 on 1/3rd of standards. Semester 2: Exceeds 4 of 12 standards, meets all others.

	C
	Student receives at least a 4 on every standard for the semester. 

	F
	Student does NOT meet at least a 4 on EVERY standard


8. Students and Parents/Guardians can following student’s progress online through ESIS by seeing if students did not meet (less than a 4), met (a 4), or exceeded the standard (a 5) expressed by a new column.

Reference:

Guskey, Thomas R. (1994) “Making the Grade: What Benefits Students?” 

Educational Leadership, Volume 52, No. 2, p. 4. (October 1994).
2nd Semester Physical Science 2012


How physics and earth science affect you, your environment, and the world around you.


Teachers:  Mr. Burch, Mr. Youngberg and Mr. James		Telephone:   (503) 431-5600


E-mail:  jburch@ttsd.k12.or.us         tyoungberg@ttsd.k12.or.us         njames@ttsd.k12.or.us   	





Re-do work	Test re-takes


Oral Tests	Lab Partners


Guided Reading (English and Spanish)





Grading


How?                             Value?


Content and Processes:


	Tests/Quizzes	35%


	Daily work 	35%


	   (Labs, Journal…)


	Homework	15%


	Participation	15%











Course Goals


Students will learn all science benchmarks in Physics, Earth Science and Engineering Design


Students will safely use the scientific method to design labs, collect and analyze data, and from conclusions.


Students will be able to demonstrate in oral and written form, a basic understanding of scientific theories studied.


Students will keep track of their homework and assignments in their planners.  Students will be required to use their planners for hall passes.








Community Principles: Class Rules,


Responsibilities and Expectations





Respect


Team Work


Prepared


Personal Responsibility


Diversity / Accommodation
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Grading Scale


A	= 2/3rd Exceeds	B	=	1/3rd Exceeds


C	=   1/3rd Exceeds and is proficient on all 


F	= Fails to pass any/all of the tests/exams


I    = Needs to redo test to pass it





























To Be Successful in Science:


Follow all class rules and Strategies for Success.


Makeup work is due within the number of days absent plus one. Unexcused absences receive zero credit


Be prepared to learn: have all required material and assignments with you, and be quietly in your desk seat by the time the tardy bell rings . . . 


Ask for clarification when you don’t understand the material.


Homework and in-class assignments are completed and turned in on time.  Homework is to be out and on your desk at the beginning of the period.  


Academic Integrity:  You are responsible for putting forth the effort necessary to learn the material covered in class.  Cheating of any form, giving, getting, copying, etc . . . . will result in zero credit.


To ensure that students designated as “Talented and Gifted” (TAG) receive academic instruction that is appropriate to their rate and level of learning, the curriculum and instruction of this course may be differentiated to include specialized groupings, compacting of curriculum, accelerated pacing, and providing of extension/challenge activities.

















pSpace – Galaxies/Stars/Solar System





�





�





�














Materials and Supplies


Text Book: Pearson Physical Science C.I.A. 


Three Ring binder with notepaper and divider


Writing Utensils: #2 Pencils - sharpened prior to class, and Blue or Black Pens (no metallic) 


Calculator capable of basic math functions


Planner





Grading (See Handout)


5-Exceeds


4-Proficient/Meets (Passing)


3- Developing


2-Emerging


1-Beginning       0- Has not taken yet


Percentage on esis does not reflect grade!!

















Space	Energy


The Dynamic Earth	Waves


Atmosphere/Weather	Motion/Forces


Engineering Design





2nd Semester Final 





Waves





�





Engineering Design
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Atmosphere/Weather
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The Dynamic Earth 





Motion/Forces/Friction 
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Energy
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